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 How did 
The 

Tudors 
change 
Britain? 

 
 

Our topic this term is ‘How did The Tudors change Britain?’ As historians, 
we will take part in a voyage of discovery to investigate how the Tudors 
changed Britain. We will also compare the lives of the rich and the poor. 
To help with this, we will visit Anne of Cleves House in Lewes. In 
addition, opportunities to handle Tudor artefacts will be provided on 
Tudor Day in November. We will learn about key events such as the 
Battle of Bosworth Field, the Reformation and the Spanish Armada. We 
will research the themes of exploration and colonisation by finding out 
how the world was mapped at that time and what Tudor sailors brought 
back from the territories they explored. We will discuss the beginnings of 
the slave trade and explore Black British Tudor history. Our learning will 
link to Art, DT, ICT, Music and Global Citizenship. The end product will 
be a log of our adventures which will include all the things we have 
discovered. This will be shared with parents and carers towards the end 
of the term. 

English 

 

This term, we will be reading exciting quest stories and using them to 
help write our own quest stories. We will also be exploring writing 
recounts, using the book ‘Tuesday’ as a starting point. We will use drama 
and role play activities to support our work. We will also be studying a 
famous narrative poem – ‘The Highway Man’ and write our own haunting 
‘Beast’ poems in a similar style. 

Numeracy 

 

This term, we will be developing our understanding of place value. As a 
main focus we will continue to develop skills using the four operations of 
number (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) both mentally 
and in written calculations and look at how to apply these skills to 
problem solving activities. In addition to this, we will focus on fractions, 
percentages, data handling and investigating shape. Developing the skills 
of reasoning and justifying ideas will form an important part of our 
maths. We will also be exploring multiplication tables together, spotting 
patterns and inventing ways to help them stick in our minds! 

Science 

 

This term, we will be studying Earth and Space. We investigate how day 
and night are formed and find out how Earth and the moon orbit the sun. 
We will also learn about light and where it comes from exploring how it 
travels and take part in investigations to do with shadows. We will 
measure the amount of light that travels through different types of 
materials.  

Computing 

 

 
This term, we will be developing our expertise in using Powerpoint, 
including hyperlinks, importing images and learning how to create a 
presentation. This will be closely linked with our work in history. We will 
then be using some Unplugged activities (activities without using 
computers) to help us understand more about how computers make 
decisions! We will also be discussing internet safety and how to be online 
in a caring and critical way.  
 



RE 

 

 
This term, we will be focusing on worship and the community. We will 
learn about why worship is important in a religion and what it means to 
be part of a faith community. Christianity and Islam will be the focus. 
Throughout the term, we will be developing our critical thinking, 
collaborative, creative and caring skills through philosophical enquiries 
and looking for ways to use these skills in all aspects of our learning. 
 

PSHE 

 

 
In PSHE, we will discuss and develop our sense of belonging and our 
feelings associated with new beginnings. We will also focus on our rights 
and responsibilities in school and the wider community. This will link to 
our topic on bullying. We will develop strategies to support managing 
different emotions, thinking of suitable actions to take and discuss the 
importance of feeling valued.  
 

French 

 

This term, we will learn the vocabulary for the names of rooms around 
the school. We will also learn the French words for different subjects and 
produce a short presentation about our life at school. 

PE 

 

 
This term, we will be focusing on invasion games. Developing skills such 
as passing and receiving a ball and nurturing teamwork will be an 
important part of these lessons. In gymnastics, we will develop skills of 
balance, body shapes and rolls at different levels, speeds and directions. 
We will create a gymnastic sequence focusing on agility and control and 
then evaluate our work. Towards the end of the term, we will start an 8 
week swimming module. We will develop our water confidence and 
efficiency in using a variety of strokes. 
 

Music 

 

 
As in previous years, Year 5 take part in an exciting project called 
‘Soundmakers’ run by Brighton and Hove Music and Performing Arts. 
Working for ten weeks with a full ensemble of instruments (woodwind, 
guitars, keyboards, African drums) one class of children receive tuition 
from an instrumental specialist. For this term, while Pandas are working 
on ‘Soundmakers’, Jaguars and Chameleons will be working on a ‘Tudor 
History’ music project. We will have the opportunity to perform, 
compose, appraise and listen to pieces of music. Jaguars and Chameleons 
will participate in the ‘Soundmakers’ project later in the year. 
 

Art / D&T 

 

 
This term, we will focus on portraits. We will investigate a range of 
portraits and then create our own ‘Tudor inspired’ portrait, developing 
our colour mixing using acrylics. During our DT project, we will design 
and make a wallet/purse. We will investigate a range of wallets and 
purses and use ideas from these in our own designs. We will learn about a 
variety of stitches and fastenings and think carefully about the material 
we will use for our bags before making the final product. 
 

 


